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The aim of the methodological work:

Secondary  school  students  are  obliged  to  discuss  and  give  own  opinions

about  problems  or  issues  covered  in  different  works.  To  fulfil  the  competence

approach in advanced level, students must read and understand the works of original

literature. I have chosen an extract of Irish Murdock story The Sandcastle.

How to achieve the aim:

Students must be motivated to read fiction: stories and novels.  They must

apprise the value of original literature to get to know cultural diverse.

Students of teenager’s age are more eager to watch movies than reading books,

so I start with episodes of a movie Iris which is about the author Iris Murdoch.

The plan of lessons:

 Iris  Murdock.  Movie  Iris  2001  Stars:  Judi  Dench,  Kate  Winslet  Director:

Richard Eyre. (Episodes not more than 15 minutes).

Information to be found about author’s life and works.

Presentation to a class.

 Reading of an extract from a story Sandcastle. Group work to find answers to

given questions. Analysis of characters.

 Role-play  with  a  task  to  show appropriate  character.  All  class  involved  to

guess who is who.

WHAT IS IRIS 

MURDOCH?
Novelist; philospher

INTERENTING FACTS 

IN IRIS MURDOCH 

LIFE.

Studied philosophy at Oxford

In 1987 was made a Dame by Queen Elizabeth II

A member of the Communist Party 1938-1942

As a philosopher and novelist, Iris was truly 

ahead of her time.

LITERARY  CARRER
Novels; short stories, plays

Main novels: The Unicorn, the Bell; the Sea
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The Sandcastle (a novel; 1957)

Main characters:

Tasks 1:

1. Read an extract from The Sandcastle

2. Complete sentences:

3. The text is about........................... .

4. Felicity and Don are........................................... .

5. Bill and Nan can’t agree on.......................

6. Bill and Nan have arranged to talk about Felicity ....................... .

7. Felicity has choses to follow a career as a .................... .

8. Bill wants to persuade Don to....................... .

Task 2:

Who of the main characters: Bill; Nan; Felicity or Don might have said the quotation 

given before. Give reasons.
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I can recall, as a child, seeing pictures in English children's books of boys 

and girls playing on the sand and making sandcastles – and I tried to play on my 

sand. But a Mediterranean beach is not a place for playing on. It is dirty and very 

dry. The tides never wash the sand or make it firm. When I tried to make 

a sandcastle, the sand would just run away between my fingers. It was too dry 

to hold together. And even as I poured sea water over it, the sun would dry it up 

at once."



Task 3

Choose two characters and characterise them. What personality traits do they 
possess?

Personality traits:

Fill in a card:

Bill

Personality trait:

Evidence which implies 
it:

Personality trait:

Evidence which implies 
it:

Felicity/or
Nan

Personality trait:

Evidence which implies 
it:

Personality trait:

Evidence which implies 
it:

Role-play
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Strong-willed Indecisive Intrusive

Ambitious Intrusive Easy-going



The  role-play  must  reveal  the  main  characters  qualities.  You  must  choose  the

appropriate life situation. The participants are Bill; Nan; Felicity or Don.

You  must  use  some  quotation  from the  given  text.  The  place  of  action  can  be

imagined.

Suggested quotations:

Bill:   

Nan: 

A Review of the role-play by classmates.

The place of an action………………

The topic of a role play………………….. .

Personality traits of Bill…………….. .

Personality traits of Nan…………………….. .

Personality traits of Felicity ………………… .
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I want her to be an
interesting woman and
have someone else to

be her secretary

You live in a
dream world
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